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Course Planning and  
Offerings 

 
 
Course offerings (for elective courses) are based on the  
selections made by students. Courses will be offered on the 
basis of sufficient enrollment. 
 
We encourage parents to be involved in their son/daughter’s 
course planning and welcome contact with parents who have 
questions or concerns. 
 
 
There are no more provincial exams, except for English 12 for 
one more year.  Students may still have in-class final exams.   

 

February, 2017 
 
Dear Parents and Students: 
 
Welcome to course selection at Whistler Secondary School! 
 
We endeavor to offer a wide variety of program options to our students. In an effort to provide these op-
tions, we require all students enroll in a full compliment of courses (minimum 8 courses) while at WSS.  
 
Our belief is this provides students with an opportunity to explore various learning options and interests, 
better prepares students for broad-based entrance requirements for post-secondary schools, allows for a 
broader range of scholarships and awards opportunities, and affords increased programming options at 
WSS. 
 
Please take time to become familiar with the courses and processes with your child. Designing your learn-
ing plan should include a variety of programming options. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding course planning please do not hesitate to call our school counse-
lor, Mr. Kevin Titus at (604) 905-2581. 



 

COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
TO CONSIDER WHEN PLANNING YOUR 

COURSES 
 
How many courses should I take each school year?  All 
students are required to take 8 courses per school year.   

Can I take Online Courses? While online courses are an 
opƟon, students should consult with administraƟon/

counselor before enrolling in an online program. Factors including course availability, pri-
or learning success with online courses, specifically idenƟfied learning intenƟons, post-
secondary consideraƟons, and the overall experience of compleƟng an online course is 
something that should be measured before enrolling.  

When should I choose my elecƟve (Selected Studies) courses?  You should choose your Se-
lected Studies courses only aŌer considering what your past achievement has been, what 
career path you would like to follow, and what advice has been given by counselors,  
teachers and parents. 

How do I find out about post secondary insƟtuƟons' entrance requirements?  The best 
place to go is to the website of each university. Some calendars outlining detailed require-
ments for specific programs are available from the counselor. All students should re-
search their chosen fields of study and make themselves aware of these entrance require-
ments, and plan their courses at WSS accordingly.  You can get post secondary calendars 
at www.pas.bc.ca.  

How do I know what high school courses are required for post secondary entrance?  The 
requirements vary for each insƟtuƟon and program of study, but there are some standard 
requirements listed in the calendars.  Be sure and find out what these are early and take 
the appropriate courses.  For example, Physics 11 and Chemistry 11 are required courses 
for science programs at university, and French 11 or an equivalent language is required 
for entrance into most programs at the province's big three universiƟes. (Simon Fraser 
University - Beginners Language,  University of BriƟsh Columbia, University of Victoria)   
You can get more informaƟon from www.educaƟonplanner.ca. 

 What do I have to do to earn the $1250 provincial exam scholarship.  You have to have one 
of the top 8000 averages in the province. 

What if I want to change my Ɵmetable aŌer I've already selected my courses? If you wish to 
change your Ɵmetable before school begins the following September, please make an ap-
pointment with the counsellor who will try and help fulfill your request.  If you want to 
make changes aŌer the term has begun you must make sure you have an educaƟonally 
sound reason, and discuss this with the counsellor and your parent/guardian.   

How does the school decide what elecƟves to offer?  All elecƟves (Selected Studies) courses 
are offered based on student demand and teaching Ɵme available within our school Ɵme-
table. 
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EARNING ADDITONAL CREDITS IN THE GRADUATION PROGRAM 
 
Students may be able to obtain high school credit in the  
following ways.  For more informaƟon please contact our school 
counsellor, Mr. Titus. 
 
 
EQUIVALENCY 

 
Course equivalency is the process of receiving credit, based on documenta-
Ɵon which indicated the student has achieved the learning outcomes for an 
approved grade 11 or grade 12 course outside of the BC school system.  
Common situaƟons may involve students who have moved from another 
province or country, or who have credenƟals from an out of school program 
that school boards or the Ministry have deemed equivalent. 
 
 
INDEPENDENT – DIRECTED STUDIES (IDS) 
 
Independent-Directed Studies (IDS) allows students to iniƟate, develop and  
complete their own courses under the supervision of a teacher.  An IDS 
course must be based upon the learning outcomes of a Ministry-Authorized 
or Board/Authority Authorized course.  Students may get one, two, three or 
four credits at the grade 10, 11 or 12 level. 
 
 
EXTERNAL COURSES 
 
An External Course is an organized set of learning acƟviƟes that is developed 
or offered outside the BC School System.  Students may earn credit for suc-
cessfully compleƟng an External Course approved by the Ministry.  For exam-
ple – a student who has completed their Grade 8 Piano through the Royal 
Conservatory of Music could receive credit for Music 12.  The ministry has 
supplied a list of the External Youth Development Course, Sports Programs, 
Music Courses, and Industrial and OccupaƟonal Courses that will be recog-
nized for Grade 11 or 12 credit.  The  
counsellor has a complete list of all Ministry approved External Courses. 
 
 
CHALLENGE 
 
If documentaƟon is not available to do an equivalency review, it is appropri-
ate for a student to challenge a course.  If a student has not taken the 
course, but feels that they can challenge the learning outcomes then they 
may go through the challenge process.  There is no cost to challenge  a 
course.  If you would like to challenge a grade 11 or 12 language course, you 
must start the applicaƟon process  in October and the actual exam is in Delta 
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 

LEARNING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
 
1. Learning Assistance provides help to students who have minor to moderate difficulƟes in learning.  
Students who are idenƟfied for Learning Assistance may receive support in two ways.  They may 
have the help of a teaching assistant within an integrated classroom and work on a program that has 
been adapted to help them meet the learning outcomes of the course.  AlternaƟvely, students may 
receive Learning Assistance in the form of a nonintegrated block where they may get extra Ɵme and 
help with their coursework from a teacher and/or teaching assistant.  In this case, small groups can 
be targeted for reinforcement of parƟcular concepts, and/or coaching in study habits that might help 
students achieve more effecƟvely. 
 
2. Student Services provides help for students who have moderate to severe difficulties in  
learning.  Upon recommendation of the Special Education Team, a student may be assigned  to an 
adapted or modified program and supported in two ways.  Students receiving Student  
Services may get help in their integrated class on a modified program with full or part-time teaching 
assistant support.  Alternatively, students may receive intensive remediation in literacy and basic nu-
meracy, as well as instruction in study habits and skills for school success. 
 
PEER TUTORING 
 
Peer Tutoring is a locally developed course for senior students (Gr. 11 or 12) who are interested 
in providing classroom assistance for junior classes at WSS. 
 
Interested students must be committed to spending one of their blocks to being a  
classroom tutor.  They will be responsible for providing assistance to students and teachers.  
There are 5 components to the Peer Tutoring Program which must be  
completed to receive credit: 
Apply for the program through your counsellor and your course selection form. 
Attend the training sessions which will prepare you for tutoring responsibilities.   
Each tutor will keep a Day Book or Log of classes outlining the daily duties performed as a 

Peer Tutor. 
A Sponsor teacher assessment form will be completed by the teacher whose class you tutored. 
At the end of the quarter, a reflective essay and a project (which is determined  during training 

sessions) will be completed. 
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What You Need to Graduate 
The Graduation Requirements Grades 10 – 12 

You will be working towards 80 credits (equivalent to 20 four-credit courses) required for  gradua-
tion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Information 
 
Be careful when you drop a course late in the school year – it could be the one you need to graduate. 
Don’t forget that post-secondary institutions often require you to complete specific courses to get into 
certain programs.  Careful planning in Grades 10, 11 and 12 will ensure you have all the courses and 
credits you need. 
Planning 10 (4 credits) 
The aim of Planning 10 is to enable students to develop the skills they need to become self-directed indi-
viduals who set goals, make thoughtful decisions, and take responsibility for pursuing their goals 
throughout life. 
Planning 10 provides opportunities for students to plan for successful completion of the Graduation Pro-
gram. 
To explore a wide range of career and post-secondary education and career options. 
To think critically about health issues and decisions. 
To develop financial literacy skills. 
Plan the actions required to pursue post-secondary destinations and career paths. 
Students will be introduced to the Graduation Transition in Planning 10 and it will be completed by the 
end of grade 12. 
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48 credits are required courses, including:   

Language Arts 10 (English) 4 credits 

Language Arts 11 (English 11 or Communications 11 4 credits 
Language Arts 12 (English 12 or Communications 12 4 credits 

Social Studies 10 4 credits 

Social Studies 11, Canadian Civics 11 or BC First Nations Studies 12 4 credits 

Science 10 4 credits 

Science 11 or 12 (Biology/Chemistry/Earth Sciences/Physics) 4 credits 

Mathematics 10 (Foundations and Pre-calculus or  Apprenticeship and 
Workplace)  

4 credits  

Mathematics 11 (Pre-calculus or  Foundations or  Apprenticeship and 
Workplace)  

4 credits  

Physical Education 10 4 credits 

Fine Arts or Applied Skills 10, or 11 or 12 4 credits 

Planning 10 4 credits 

Graduation Transition  4 credits 

7 Elective Courses (10,11 or 12)  28 credits 

You must have a minimum of 16 credits at the Grade 12 level includ-
ing Language Arts 12 (English or Communications).  All ministry-
authorized and board/authority approved courses count. 

 

                                                                                                               
Total 

80 credits 



POST SECONDARY INFORMATION 
 

 

In planning courses for Grade 11 and Grade 12, you should have some goal(s) in mind for conƟnuing your train-
ing or educaƟon.  Below you will find informaƟon listed on some of the post-secondary insƟtuƟons in our prov-
ince.  For more detailed informaƟon, please drop into the Counselling Area. 
 

UNIVERSITIES 
There are many public universiƟes in B. C. –the larger ones are Simon Fraser University, University of BriƟsh Co-
lumbia, University of Victoria, University of Northern BriƟsh Columbia, Thompson River University, and UBC-
Okanagan 
 

Generally, admission is based on a percentage that is calculated on English 12 + 3 academic Grade 12  
subjects  (some out of province schools may require 4 others) 
 

The actual percentage required to secure a place in the 2015-16 school year varied between low 90’s for some 
programs at UBC to low 60’s for some of the smaller schools.   Students are advised that entrance standards vary 
among universiƟes and that these standards are subject to change without noƟce.  Checking these requirements 
with your chosen insƟtuƟon is essenƟal. 
 

The general requirements for Post Secondary admission includes the following: 
English 11        English 12 
Social Studies 11     Foundations or Pre-calculus Math 11 
Foreign language 11(for some)  a Science 11 (Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Esc) 
3 academic Grade 12 subjects 
Science majors will require Pre-Calculus Math 12, Chemistry 11 and Physics 11,  
      plus usually 2 science 12’s 
Arts majors should have French 12, and for some programs, Math 12. 

 

Academic Grade “12” subjects that may be offered at Whistler Secondary: 
 

Math 12  English 12  Literature 12    Geography 12     
Chemistry 12  Biology 12  Physics 12    French 12     
WriƟng 12 (accepted at TRU & UNBC)  History 12    Law 12 
ComparaƟve CivilizaƟon 12 (accepted at UVic, SFU, UNBC & TRU)    Calculus 12 
 

COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
From vocaƟonal to university transfer, Community Colleges offer many types of programs.  Mature students can 
complete high school or high school equivalency and all students can enter either  
diploma or cerƟficate programs, ranging in length from 2 months to 2 years.  Students can also take 1st and 2nd 
year University Transfer courses. 

TuiƟon fees at Community Colleges are generally less expensive than at UniversiƟes.  Some  
programs are available at all community colleges in B. C. and other programs are only offered at one or more of 
the colleges.   
 

B.C. INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
B.C.I.T. offers a variety of two-year technology programs in Business, Engineering and Health as well as 4 year 
degree granƟng programs.  These programs are only open to graduates who meet the specific  
prerequisites.  Students should consult the B.C.I.T. schedule of prerequisites. As well, B.C.I.T. offers a wide range 
of Trades Training Programs.  They vary in length and some programs only require compleƟon of grade 10.  Air-
craŌ Maintenance, Appliance Repair, Cook Training, and Forestry Crew Person are examples of some of the spe-
cific programs that are available.  For more informaƟon consult the B.C.I.T. calendar in the counselling area. 

 

APPRENTICESHIP AND EMPLOYMENT TRAINING PROGRAMS 
ApprenƟceship and trades training opportuniƟes are available while you are in high school.  Consult with Mr. 
Titus, the Career Program Coordinator, at our school.  Visit the ApprenƟceship and Employment Training coun-
sellors at their offices in the Lower Mainland. Many trades require further training before you can start working.  
The apprenƟceship programs provide you with the opportunity to acquire these skills in over 175 different types 
of trades. 
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SAMPLE MARK AVERAGES REQUIRED TO BE ACCEPTED 

AT  
POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS 

 
  
These were the averages a student would need to have, to be accepted into several 
of the faculties at the three main universities in B.C. in September 2016.   The 
marks are usually calculated on the student’s best four  academic grade 12 course 
marks (however there are some exceptions).  These averages may change slightly 
every year and may be different if a student is planning on attending a school in 
an area other than B.C.  They are only meant to be used as a guideline. 
 
UBC 
 
Applied Science high 80’s  Human Kinetics mid to high 80’s 
Arts   mid to high 80’s Nursing   high 80’s 
Commerce  high 80’s  Natural Resources mid to high 70’s 
Forestry  mid to high 70’s Science  mid 80’s to low 90’s 
      (Mid 80’s would need personal profile) 
UVIC 
Humanities   low 80’s  Engineering   high 80’s 
Social Science  low 80’s  Commerce   low 80’s 
Science    low 80’s  Fine Arts   low 80’s 
 
SFU 
 
Arts    mid80’s  Computing Science high 80’s 
Business Administration high 80’s  Engineering   low 90’s 
Science   high80’s  Kinesiology   mid 80’s 
 
 
UBC-Okanagan 
 
Arts    mid to high 70’s 
Science   mid to high 70’s 
Visual Arts   mid to high 70’s + portfolio 
Nursing   mid to high 80’s 
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MINIMUM ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR VARIOUS 

POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS IN BC 
 
 

Each program will have different requirements 
 

UBC   UVIC   SFU   UNBC    
 
English 11  same as UBC  same as UBC  only those grade  
Socials 11  except don’t   but will accept  11 courses   
F of Math 12  need language 11 Beginner’s  required for  
Or Pre Calc 11 for many of their Language 11  graduation 
Science 11  programs  -accept F of math 11 
Language 11  -accept F of Math 11 
 
English 12  will also accept accept CCN 12 need English 12 
plus 3 of  -Comparative     plus 3 academic 12’s 
Biology 12  Civilization 12    from UBC’s list 
Chemistry 12  -B of Fine Arts    -will also accept 
Eng Lit 12  will accept an FA 12    Comparative  
French 12  as a 4th grade 12    Civilization 12 
Geography 12 subject     and 
History 12  -Law 12     Law 12 
F or PC Math 12       and 
Physics 12        Writing 12 
Calc 12 and Law 12           
            
      
University Transfer at  Emily Carr     BCIT  
Capilano University  Institute of Art      
         Apprenticeship in 

Auto  Service 
only those grade 11  -English 12 (min- C)   Technician   
courses required for  -two other provincially    
graduation   examinable courses   Graduation  
         English 12 (C) 
         
English 12        Academic  
plus three others   -Visual/studio Arts 12   Math 11 (C+) 
from UBC’s list  -one other grade 12 course 
of academic 12,s  -5 grade 12 courses in total   
as well as         -some trades  do not 
Comparative       require academic  
Civilizations 12  -overall average of C+  math 11 
and     
Law 12   -a portfolio of 15 to 20 
and    works 
Writing 12 (min 60%) 
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Applied Design, Skills, and Technologies 
Home Economics 

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Food Studies 10 
 
During this action-packed course 
students will explore the culinary 
world through hands on practice and 
project based learning.  Along with 
learning what skills it takes to be-
come proficient in the kitchen at 
baking and cooking, students will 
explore nutrition and healthy living, 
budgeting, careers and current food 
issues and practices such as global 
and environmental health issues re-
lated to the production and consump-
tion of food.  Additionally, we will 
also study ethnic cooking and stu-
dents who have not obtained their 
FoodSafe level 1 certification will be 
given the opportunity to do so. 

 

Textiles 10 
 
In this course students will expand 
on the basic textiles skills introduced 
in grade 8. New skills introduced in 
this course include utilizing patterns, 
altering patterns, creating wearable 
garments utilizing advanced tech-
niques, design basics and upcycling. 
The role of textiles in Frist Peoples 
culture will be a component in the 
course and the focus of a project. 
Students will have a range of pro-
jects to choose from after the re-
quired project coursework is com-
pleted including knitting, crocheting, 
quilting, cross stitching, weaving, 
and paper crafts. Basic materials for 
this course will be provided, howev-
er, if students wish to make a major 
project or garment to take home they 
will need to provide the necessary 
materials. 

Food Studies 11 
 
During this action-packed course 
students will explore the culinary 
world through hands on practice and 
project based learning.  Along with 
learning what skills it takes to be-
come proficient in the kitchen at 
baking and cooking, students will 
explore nutrition and healthy living, 
budgeting, careers and current food 
issues and practices such as global 
and environmental health issues re-
lated to the production and consump-
tion of food.  Additionally, we will 
also study ethnic cooking and stu-
dents who have not obtained their 
FoodSafe level 1 certification will be 
given the opportunity to do so. 

Food Studies 12 
 
During this action-packed course 
students will explore the culinary 
world through hands on practice and 
project based learning.  Along with 
learning what skills it takes to be-
come proficient in the kitchen at bak-
ing and cooking, students will ex-
plore nutrition and healthy living, 
budgeting, careers and current food 
issues and practices such as global 
and environmental health issues re-
lated to the production and consump-
tion of food.  Additionally, we will 
also study ethnic cooking and stu-
dents who have not obtained their 
FoodSafe level 1 certification will be 
given the opportunity to do so. 



Information and Communications Technology 

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Computer Studies 10 
Information Technology 
 

This course builds on experience in 
Programming 9. Emphasis will be on 
using common programming tech-
niques to solve interesting problems.  
The course also explores the structure 
and platforms involved in web based 
programming.  

Graphic Design 10 

Nature of Course:  Level I is a  
beginner’s course, while Level II is 
2nd year course.  Want to learn how 
to use many types of software like 
Photoshop and Illustrator, combined 
with design skills, to create various 
forms of media?  Take this 
course!  You create posters, collages, 
magazines, logos, webpages, blogs, 
videos, and much more.  There is a lot 
of independent work involved in this 
fun, creative, artsy, graphic design 
course. Time flies by in this course  
because you’re doing fun and practi-
cal work, learning life-long 
skills.  This course does not fulfill the 
Applied Skill requirement for  
Graduation. 
Course Offerings:  Level I and Lev-
el II Caution:  This is a course which 
will require lots of work in class, and 
no homework, so regular attendance 
is a must. 

Computer Programming 11 
 
Creating solutions and applications 
on the web using web based pro-
gramming.  Experience with HTML, 
CSS, Python and JavaScript will 
emphasised.  Students will have the 
opportunity to design and create in-
teractive web projects.  

Desktop Publishing 11 

Nature of the Course:  No exper i-
ence required. Want to learn how to 
use software like Photo Shop, Illus-
trator, and much more? Want to 
learn design skills and create various 
forms of media? Take this project-
based course!  If you’ve taken GLD 
9/10, this course gives you the op-
portunity to develop and grow your 
skills and creativity.  There is a lot of 
independent work involved in this 
fun, creative, artsy, graphic design 
course.  The course is  
enjoyable and it’s very practical.   
Caution:  this is a course which will 
require attendance. Adults pay big 
bucks to take these courses later on 
in life and this course is available to 
you now. 

Computer Programming 12 
 
While pursuing individual interests 
students will be expected to learn and 
apply advanced web based program-
ming skills.  Proficiency with 
HTML, CSS, Python, JavaScript will 
be expected by the end of the course.  
Student will be asked set goals and 
develop learning plans based on the 
role, they believe, information tech-
nology will play in their lives after 
graduation. 

Desktop Publishing 12 
 
Prerequisite:  Desktop Publishing 
11 
 

Nature of Course:  Did you like 
DTP 11 so much that you want to 
carry on?  Want to improve your 
graphic design skills and creativity 
while doing work that is practical, 
fun, and could land you jobs?  Take 
this course!  Much like DTP 11, this 
is project-based.  There is a lot of 
independent work involved in this 
fun, creative, artsy, graphic design 
course.  It can count as one of the 4 
Grade 12 courses required to gradu-
ate.  Caution:  This is a course which 
will require attendance in class.  

 



Technology Education 

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Engineering 10 
 (Technology) 
 
This course is an introduction to the 
field of Engineering. Students who 
took Engineering 9 will enjoy a similar 
format with new concepts, and more 
complex projects. New students will 
enjoy the challenge of learning engi-
neering principles by building scaled 
down versions of real life machines. 
Students develop design and drafting 
skills as they solve various engineering 
problems. In grade 10 students focus 
on pressure systems, circuitry, and gear 
ratios as they relate to torque and 
speed.  This is a fun, hands on course 
that fosters creativity, and practical 
learning of engineering concepts. 
 
Woodwork 10 
 
This course is an introduction to the 
fine art of furniture making. There is 
no pre-requisite. Students select from a 
variety of projects, and are encouraged 
to add their own personal touch.  A 
variety of skills are taught, which in-
clude design and drafting principles, 
milling procedures, joinery, wood tech-
nology, finishing, and the safe and 
proper use of woodworking tools, both 
stationary and hand held. Students who 
have taken Woodwork 9 are encour-
aged to challenge themselves with 
more difficult projects, or create their 
own designs as they learn new skills 
and techniques. 
 
 
 

All the below courses  will be of-
fered in the “Skills Exploration 
11” course 
 
Independent Studies  11  
This course gives that self-motivated stu-
dent the opportunity explore their own per-
sonal interests.  Some past examples in-
clude: 
 “The Tesla Turbine.”  The History of 

the 20th century Master Inventor Nikoli 
Tesla was studied.  Among his many 
inventions was his famous Turbine that 
is still in use today.  A working model 
of this turbine was designed and built 
in the ADST workshop. 

 “Electric Guitar.”  In this case, a stu-
dent researched, designed and con-
structed a cigar box electric slide gui-
tar.  You should have heard him sing 
the blues… 

 “Custom Skateboards.“ Researching 
various skateboard designs, and con-
struction methods, the end result was a 
unique personalized skateboard deck. 

For more ideas, go talk to Mr. Mortensen 
 
Robotics 11 
(Technology) 
Using the Vex Robotics Systems, students will 
design and construct different robots to solve a 
variety of “Vex Challenges”.  This is a HANDS 
ON course where students build different ma-
chines to solve various engineering challenges.  
Computer programming is NOT a part of this 
course, however the Vex System has the capabil-
ity for autonomous sensor programming should 
the advanced student choose to go that route. 
  
Trades Exploration – Residential 
Construction  11 
This course is designed to teach students 
the basics of Residential home construction.  
This Hands On course explores modern 
Framing, Electrical, Plumbing, and finish-
ing techniques.  Students will also partici-
pate in the construction of selected commu-
nity projects. 
 
Woodwork 11   
This is a continuation of Woodwork 9/10, 
but there is no prerequisite. Students new to 
this class will begin with the basics and 
progress at their natural speed.  Those who 
have taken Woodwork 9 or 10 are expected 
to design and construct their own creations 
while increasing their skills in design, join-
ery, finishing, and milling. 

All of the below courses will be  of-
fered in the “Skills Exploration 12” 
course 
 
Robotics 12 
( Technology) 
 
This is a continuation of Robotics 11.  If this is your 
second year taking Robotics, the engineering chal-
lenges increase to include the Vex International  
Competition Challenges.  There is an opportunity to 
enter such challenges with other schools in the 
province. 
  
Woodwork 12 
 
For the student who has taken this course through-
out their High School career… this is your Magnum 
Opus.  For new students to woodworking, this is a 
great way to challenge yourself with something 
new, and step out of your comfort zone.   
 

Trades Exploration – Residential 
Construction  12 
 
This course is designed to teach students the 
basics of Residential home construction.  This 
Hands On course explores modern Framing, 
Electrical, Plumbing, and finishing techniques.  
Students will also participate in the construc-
tion of selected community projects. 
 
Independent Studies  12 
 
This course gives that self-motivated student 
the opportunity explore their own personal 
interests.  Some past examples include: 
 “The Tesla Turbine.”  The History of the 

20th century Master Inventor Nikoli Tesla 
was studied.  Among his many inventions 
was his famous Turbine that is still in use 
today.  A working model of this turbine 
was designed and built in the ADST 
workshop. 

 “Electric Guitar.”  In this case, a student 
researched, designed and constructed a 
cigar box electric slide guitar.  You 
should have heard him sing the blues… 

 “Custom Skateboards.“ Researching vari-
ous skateboard designs, and construction 
methods, the end result was a unique per-
sonalized skateboard deck. 

For more ideas, go talk to Mr. Mortensen 



Drama 

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Drama-Dance-Film 10 
(in class) 
This course is designed to allow stu-
dents to develop their interests in 
drama, filmmaking and/or dance. All 
students will parƟcipate in theatre 
games and acƟng skills (voice pro-
jecƟon, blocking, staging). Students 
will also choose performance pro-
jects based on their area of interest 
(film, acƟng or dance). The end goal 
of this course is a performance at 
the Maury Young Arts Cen-
tre showcasing the work of the per-
forming arts students.  
 

Drama:Theatre Production 
10  (after school practice) 
 
This course is designed around the 
annual school play. Within this class, 
students can choose their area of 
focus from the following: AcƟng, 
StagecraŌ/Set Design, Music, Cos-
tume Design. The final producƟon 
takes place in early March at the 
Maury Young Arts Centre and all 
students are expected to take an 
acƟve part. This is not only a course 
for credit, it is an amazing experi-
ence where friendships are made, 
skills are developed and talents are 
showcased! This course happens 
aŌer school. 
 
 

Theatre Production 11 
(after school practice) 
 
This course is designed around the 
annual school play. Within this class, 
students can choose their area of 
focus from the following: AcƟng, 
StagecraŌ/Set Design, Music, Cos-
tume Design. The final producƟon 
takes place in early March at the 
Maury Young Arts Centre and all 
students are expected to take an 
acƟve part. This is not only a course 
for credit, it is an amazing experi-
ence where friendships are made, 
skills are developed and talents are 
showcased! This course happens 
aŌer school. 

 
 
 

Theatre Production 12 
(after school practice) 
 
This course is designed around the 
annual school play. Within this class, 
students can choose their area of 
focus from the following: AcƟng, 
StagecraŌ/Set Design, Music, Cos-
tume Design. The final producƟon 
takes place in early March at the 
Maury Young Arts Centre and all 
students are expected to take an 
acƟve part. This is not only a course 
for credit, it is an amazing experi-
ence where friendships are made, 
skills are developed and talents are 
showcased!  This course happens 
aŌer school. 

 
 



Visual Arts 

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

 
Art Studio 10 
(Visual Art) 
 
Nature of Course: This course of-
fers experience in a variety of visual 
expression areas: drawing, painting, 
ceramics and design. Students who 
wish to continue their Art background 
will have the opportunity to develop 
projects with assistance/instruction 
from the Art teacher. 
Those with little Art background will 
have an opportunity to experiment 
with different media. Emphasis will 
be placed on imagery, design, and 
originality. Students are expected to 
work independently, set their own 
goals, and be responsible for their 
production. Students are also ex-
pected to be responsible with tools 
and materials. Students are expected 
to bring in their own: sketchbook, 
pencils, rulers, scissors, glue stick, 
pencil crayons and felts.  
This course runs as a grade 9/10 level 
mix. 

 
Arts Studio 11 
(Visual Art) 
 
Nature of Course: Arts Studio 11 
offers experiences in a variety of vis-
ual expression areas including: draw-
ing, ceramics, and printmaking. Stu-
dents who wish to continue their art 
education will be encouraged to de-
velop individual projects with in-
structor help. The course includes 
daily sketches, personal portfolio 
projects and art history projects. Stu-
dents with a minimum art background 
will have the opportunity to experi-
ment with different media. Emphasis 
will be placed on imagery, design, art 
history and originality. Students also 
need to bring in a sketchbook and 
basic drawing materials. 
Students will participate in a group 
exhibition at semester end.  
This course runs as a grade 11/12 
level mix. 

 
Art Studio 12 
(Visual Art) 
 
Pre-requisite: Art Studio 11 or permis-
sion from instructor 
Nature of Course: Arts Studio 12 
offers experiences in a variety of visual 
expression areas including: drawing, 
ceramics, and printmaking. Students 
who wish to continue their art educa-
tion will be encouraged to develop in-
dividual projects with instructor help. 
The course includes daily sketches, 
personal portfolio projects and art his-
tory projects. Students with a minimum 
art background will have the opportuni-
ty to experiment with different media. 
Emphasis will be placed on imagery, 
design, art history and originality. Stu-
dents also need to bring in a sketch-
book and basic drawing materials. Stu-
dents will participate in a group exhibi-
tion at semester end.  This course runs 
as a grade 11/12 level mix. 
 
Independent Drawing and Paint-
ing 12 
 
Pre-requisite:  Art Studio 12  (or 
students must have completed the 
advanced level in at least two visual 
expression areas or have reached the 
advanced level in two and are complet-
ing those levels concurrently with Art 
Studio 12).  Admission to this course is 
with instructor permission only.  
Nature of Course: This course offers 
advanced level art students the time to 
work independently, set their own 
goals, and be responsible for their own 
production. Personal project 
plans will be developed with the Art 
teacher. The student may use the time 
to prepare a portfolio for post-
secondary institutions or employment, 
to plan and conduct a showing of work, 
and/or to participate in work experi-
ence programs. Studio Art 12 may 
draw content from any number of visu-
al expression areas and may be individ-
ualized to focus on any of the learning 
outcomes. Students will participate in a 
group exhibition at semester end. 



Career Education 

 
 
Planning 10 
 
This course covers a multitude of subjects.  The topics covered are: healthy living, resumes, 
cover letters, interviews, post-secondary options, credit cards, budgeting, cost of living, invest-
ing, banking, entrepreneurial opportunities, learning styles, and where they are in the world.   



Français langue seconde - Immersion 

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

FSL 10 (French 10) 

In French 10, students will continue to de-
velop their language skills as well as gain 
awareness and an appreciation for French 
culture.  With a focus on portfolio based 
assessment, students will have a variety of 
ways to demonstrate their learning with a 
focus on project based learning.  Creativity 
and expression are emphasized in the course 
which allows students the opportunity to 
deepen their learning and create meaningful 
communicative experiences.   
 
Français Langue 10 (French Im-
mersion) 
 
This course is designed to continue the lan-
guage development of students by focusing 
on strategies of communication (adapting 
their language choice based on the situation 
and utilizing a variety of expressions.) Stu-
dents will continue to develop an under-
standing of the variety of language and cul-
ture that exists in the Francophone world. 
Students will also explore texts by differen-
tiating both abstract and concrete concepts. 
Poetry and novel studies will also be a focus 
of this course. 

Planification 10 
 
Currently this course is being offered online 
through the Sea to Sky Online School. The 
course focuses on career and health. This is 
a requirement for the dual dogwood. 

Sciences Humaines 10 Canada and 
the World: 1914 to Present  
 
This course will assess 20th century Canadi-
an and foreign political ideologies. Students 
will interpret and analyze varying political 
systems and their effects on the Canadian 
identity.  Socio-economic and geographic 
factors, both foreign and domestic, will be 
interpreted in order to communicate differ-
ing worldviews. We will reflect on the Ca-
nadian political dynamic and explore histor-
ical and contemporary challenges to inclu-
sivity and multiculturalism.  

 

 

FSL 11 (French 11) 
 
Students will continue to listen, view 
and speak French with purpose and in-
tent. Students will experience different 
creative works from a variety of franco-
phone cultures in an effort to deepen 
their understanding of the interconnec-
tion between language and culture. Stu-
dents will ask and respond to complex 
questions. They will also focus on past, 
present and future timeframes as well as 
language etiquette. 
 
Français Langue 11 (French 
Immersion) 
 
This course is designed to continue the 
language development of students by 
focusing on strategies of communica-
tion (adapting their language choice 
using “les formules de politesse”, utiliz-
ing a variety of expressions and speak-
ing publicly in a variety of situations.) 
Students will continue to explore the 
Francophone world while being con-
scious of what contributes to the differ-
ences that exists socially, linguistically 
and culturally. The role and influence of 
different media on the values of society 
will also explored. 

Sciences Humaines 11 – Études 
Politiques (French Immersion) 
 
Political Studies 11 will communicate 
the role of the engaged citizen in shap-
ing political decision making and gov-
ernment policy. Political institutions 
and branches of government (foreign & 
domestic) will be analyzed and commu-
nicated in order to determine the une-
qual distribution of political and social 
power. We will recognize the challeng-
es posed by economic and security in-
terdependence with foreign interests as 
a fundamental basis for international 
political agreements. 

FSL 12 (French 12) 
 
The focus of this course is to refine 
and increase proficiency in French. 
While the emphasis on culture and 
language remains, students will also 
be asked to share their feelings and 
opinions and demonstrate an appreci-
ation of Francophone culture. Stu-
dents will also explore the benefits of 
becoming more proficient in French. 
They will also focus on multiple past, 
present and future timeframes as well 
as language etiquette. 
 
Français Langue 12 (French 
Immersion) 
 
This course is designed to continue 
the language development of students 
by focusing on strategies of commu-
nication (adapting their language 
choice using negotiation, moderation 
and reformulation, utilizing a variety 
of expressions and speaking publicly 
in a variety of situations.) Students 
will continue to explore the variety of 
language and culture that exists in the 
Francophone world while focusing on 
the personal, social and professional 
impact of bilingualism. 

 

 



English Language Arts 
Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

English 10 

Students will develop their skills in 
essay writing, enjoy a novel study, 
study an assortment of short stories 
and poetry, and also learn about one 
or more works in drama. As well, 
there is a media writing component to 
this course. It is intended that stu-
dents will be provided with an over-
view of different areas of study that 
they may choose to focus on in grade 
11. 

English 11 

Major goals of the course are to de-
velop the student’s learning and 
achievement in reading, understand-
ing, writing, listening and speaking.  
Students will conƟnue to learn and 
grow in the following areas: 

 

Thinking Competencies‐ criƟcal 
thinking, creaƟve thinking, reflecƟve 
thinking  

 

Personal and Social Competencies‐ 
posiƟve personal and cultural iden‐
Ɵty, personal awareness and re‐
sponsibility, social awareness and 
responsibility  

 

CommunicaƟon Competencies‐ lan‐
guage and symbols, digital literacy 

 
Students will read different kinds of 
literature for understanding and anal-
ysis. Students should expect to read, 
explain, discuss and develop the ideas 
raised by the material we cover. 
The course will review language and 
writing basics; parts of speech, sen-
tence analysis, punctuation, para-
graphing. Writing assignments will 
focus on developing skills in personal 
response, literary essay, research es-
say and creative writing. There will 
be opportunities for oral use of lan-
guage during informal discussions 
and oral presentations. 
Students will work collaboratively 
and individually on projects, and will 
develop knowledge and skills with 
technology and digital media. 

 

 

 

 

English 12 
 
Welcome to English 12! This is a pro-
vincially examinable course. While 
this may be daunƟng to some  it is 
one of Mr Riley’s goals to build confi-
dence in his students by developing 
the skills, abiliƟes and understandings 
that will prepare them for this final 
assessment and beyond. While much 
of the course is the development of 
analyƟcal skills, purposeful Ɵme is 
devoted to literary appreciaƟon and 
enjoyment. 
Assessment is growth-based, as stu-
dent grades are a reflecƟon of their 
current demonstraƟons of skills/
abiliƟes as well as understandings. 
ReporƟng will represent the student’s 
growth over Ɵme and throughout the 
course; and not an average of perfor-
mance between beginning and ending 
the semester. While English 12 pro-
vincial learning outcomes are adhered 
to, the primary foci of our assessment 
is on 
the following demonstraƟon of skills/
abiliƟes: 
 
- WriƟng a clear, concise and worka-
ble thesis 
- IntegraƟng direct quotaƟons 
smoothly from a literary source 
- Using text for analysis and not de-
scripƟon 
- Making clear connecƟons between 
evidence and thesis 
 
We will be exploring many literary 
texts, while engaging with new media 
to gain a deeper understanding 
as well as a conceptual and transiƟon-
al understanding of the funcƟon of 
wriƩen language. Topics will include: 
 
- The effect of Point of View on read-
ership 
- Suspense through film 
- Sound vs. Silence 
- ExistenƟalism; a conceptual under-
taking 
- Drama/Performance 



Mathematics 
Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Foundations of Mathematics 
and Pre-calculus 10 

 
Recommended Prerequisite: Mathe-
matics 9 
Description: This pathway is designed 
to provide students with the mathemati-
cal understandings and critical-thinking 
skills identifies for post-secondary stud-
ies. This course leads to either Founda-
tions of Mathematics 11 or Pre-Calculus 
11. 
Topics: Operations with powers, rela-
tionships among data, graphs and situa-
tions, linear relations and solving linear 
equations, operations with polynomical 
expressions, primary trigonometric rati-
os, experimental probability and finan-
cial literacy.  
Assessment: Assignments, projects, 
quizzes and tests.  
Required Equipment: Scientific Cal-
culator 

 

Apprenticeship and Work-
place Mathematics 10 

Prerequiste: Mathematics 9 or  teach-
er recommendation 
Description: This pathway is designed 
to provide students with the mathemati-
cal understandings and critical-thinking 
skills identifies for entry into the majori-
ty of trades and for direct entry into the 
work force. This course leads to Work-
place Mathematics 11.  
Topics: Problem solving, modelling 
and interpreting data using graphs and 
relationships, primary trigonometric 
ratios, metric and imperial measurement 
and conversions, surface area and vol-
ume, angle relationships, experimental 
probability and financial literacy.  
Assessment: Assignments, projects, 
quizzes and tests.  
Required Equipment: Scientific Cal-
culator 
Special Note: Consultation and plan-
ning is important when entering the 
Workplace sequence as most universi-
ties require Foundations of Mathematics 
11 or Pre-Calculus 11 courses.  

Foundations of Mathematics 11 

This course is strongly recommended for stu-
dents who are planning on pursuing post-
secondary studies in the arts or the humani-
ties. Topics studied may include 
logic and reasoning, functions, geometry, 
statistics, and financial literacy. Students who 
successfully master the learning outcomes of 
this course may continue on to Foundations 
of Mathematics 12. This course satisfies the 
Ministry of Education’s mathematics gradua-
tion requirements. Students who are planning 
on pursuing post-secondary studies in math or 
sciences should take Pre-calculus 11. 
Prerequisite: a final grade of 60%  or  high-
er in Foundations and Pre-calculus Mathe-
matics 10 is strongly recommended. 
 

Pre-calculus 11 

This course is strongly recommended for students 
who are planning on pursuing post-secondary stud-
ies in math, commerce or sciences. Topics covered 
may include quadratic functions and equations, 
rational expressions and equations,  trigonometry, 
graphing, financial literacy. Students who success-
fully master the learning outcomes of this course 
may continue on to Pre-calculus 12. This course 
satisfies the Ministry of Education’s 
mathematics graduation requirements. Students 
who are planning on pursuing post-secondary stud-
ies in the arts or the humanities should take Foun-
dations of  Mathematics 11. 
Prerequisite: a final grade of 75%  or  higher  in 
Foundations and Pre-calculus Mathematics 10 is 
strongly recommended with a strong foundation in 
algebra. Students with less than 75% should con-
sult with their teacher before choosing this course. 
 

Apprenticeship and Workplace 
Mathematics 11 

This course is strongly recommended for stu-
dents who are planning on entering the work-
force directly after high school, or who are 
planning on pursuing a career in the trades 
industries. Topics covered may include statis-
tics, views and scale diagrams of 3D objects, 
linear relationships, slope, financial literacy 
and personal budgeting and planning for sig-
nificant life purchases. Students who success-
fully master the learning outcomes of this 
course may continue on to Workplace Mathe-
matics 12. This course satisfies the Ministry 
of Education’s mathematics graduations re-
quirements.  
Prerequisites: successful completion of 
Workplace Mathematics 10 or permission 
from the instructor.  

Calculus 12 

 This course is designed to provide students with 
the mathematical understandings and critical-
thinking skills identified for entry into post- sec-
ondary programs that require the study of theoreti-
cal calculus. This might include Mathematics, 
Sciences, Engineering and Commerce. Topics 
include the concept and applications of the deriva-
tive, limits, integrals. 
 
Foundations of Mathematics 12 

This course is designed to provide students with 
the mathematical understandings and critical-
thinking skills identified for post-secondary stud-
ies in programs that do not require the study of 
theoretical calculus. This might include the Hu-
manities, Fine Arts, some Trades and Technical 
programs. Topics include set theory and condi-
tional statements, combinatorics, probability, 
functions involving Polynomial, Exponential, 
Logarithm and Sinusoidal Functions and regres-
sion analysis. Prerequisite: a final grade of 60% or 
higher in Foundations 11 is strongly recommend-
ed. Students with less than 60% should consult 
with their teacher before 
choosing this course. 
 

Pre-calculus 12 

This course is designed to provide students with the 
mathematical understandings and critical-thinking skills 
identified for entry into post- secondary programs that 
require the study of theoretical calculus. This might 
include Mathematics, Sciences, Engineering and Com-
merce. Topics include relations and function  
(composition and transformations), graphing and ana-
lyzing - exponential, logarithm, polynomial, radical  
rational and sinusoidal functions, solving trigonometric 
equations and proving trigonometric identities, se-
quences and series and conics. Prerequisite: a final 
grade of 70% or higher in Pre-Calculus 11 is strongly 
recommended. Students with less than 70% should 
consult with their teacher before choosing this course. 
 

Apprenticeship and Workplace Mathe-
matics 12 
 
This pathway is designed to provide students with the 
mathematical understandings and critical-thinking skills 
identified for entry into the majority of trades and for 
direct entry into the work force. Topics include SI and 
imperial units, surface area, volumes, slope and rate of 
change, trigonometry, modeling and drawing 2-D and 3
- D objects, relationships in formulae and circle geome-
try. Prerequisite: successful completion of Workplace 
Mathematics 11 or permission from the 
Instructor. 



Physical and Health Education 

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Physical and Health  
Education 10 
 
Curriculum in both grades covers a wide 
range of games (target, net/wall, striking and 
fielding, and territorial), gymnastics/
tumbling, swimming, wrestling, Track and 
Field, various modes of ‘health and fitness’ 
and dance. Outdoor Adventurous activities 
include biking, orienteering and snowshoe-
ing.  
In Grade 9 there is a weight training course 
at Meadow Park Sports Centre and a Sailing 
course with Whistler Sailing Association. In 
Grade 10 students practice designing and 
completing their own program (using the 
squash, ice skating, swimming and fitness 
training facilities independently) at Meadow 
Park Sports Centre. There is also a Grade 10 
canoeing course. Throughout PHE 9/10 there 
is a focus upon play and enjoyment and 
working towards achieving the big idea 
which is that each student is able to forge a 
positive relationship with movement: their 
own ‘style’ or ‘way’ of being active. Stu-
dents journal reflectively during courses to 
expand their understanding of health con-
cepts such as ‘nutrition,’ ‘exercise’ and 
‘lifestyle’. 

 

Human Performance 10 
 
The emphasis in this course is on being hap-
py and being physically active.  
Human Performance is about designing an 
inspirational program of activities together as 
a team. In Human Performance you will get 
the chance to: 
Play games that help you improve your un-
derstanding and ability to play different 
sports. Experience different training methods 
for sport, health and well-being. 
Design your own exercise program 
Use Meadow Park Sports Centre for weight 
training, squash, swimming and ice -skating  
Design, play and lead activities. 
Listen to guest speakers presentations (local 
athletes / trainers / coaches). 
Take part in outdoor activities (options in-
clude biking, sailing, canoeing, cross country 
skiing, snowshoeing, orienteering and triath-
lon). 

Human Performance 11 
 
The emphasis in this course is on 
being happy and being physically 
active.  
Human Performance is about design-
ing an inspirational program of activ-
ities together as a team. 
In Human Performance you will get 
the chance to: 
Play games that help you improve 
your understanding and ability to 
play different sports. 
Experience different training meth-
ods for sport, health and well-being. 
Design your own exercise program 
Use Meadow Park Sports Centre for 
weight training, squash, swimming 
and ice -skating  
Design, play and lead activities. 
Listen to guest speakers presenta-
tions (local athletes / trainers / coach-
es). 
Take part in outdoor activities 
(options include biking, sailing, ca-
noeing, cross country skiing, snow-
shoeing, orienteering and triathlon). 

Human Performance 12 
 
The emphasis in this course is on being hap-
py and being physically active.  
Human Performance is about designing an 
inspirational program of activities together 
as a team. 
In Human Performance you will get the 
chance to: 
Play games that help you improve your un-
derstanding and ability to play different 
sports. 
Experience different training methods for 
sport, health and well-being. 
Design your own exercise program 
Use Meadow Park Sports Centre for weight 
training, squash, swimming and ice -skating  
Design, play and lead activities. 
Listen to guest speakers presentations (local 
athletes / trainers / coaches). 
Take part in outdoor activities (options in-
clude biking, sailing, canoeing, cross coun-
try skiing, snowshoeing, orienteering and 
triathlon). 



Science 
Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Science 10 
 
Prerequisite:  Science 9 
Nature of the course: Science 10 is a 
compulsory academic course. In Sci-
ence 8 & 9 students were introduced 
to a large variety of basic science 
concepts.  In Science 10, students 
will begin to look at this content in 
more detail. Most of the ideas in this 
course will provide the foundation 
required for the senior science cours-
es. The content is theoretical and will 
involve lectures, labs and projects. 
Since this is an academic course, 
students should expect to do some 
homework each night. Students 
should also expect to find the course 
content, interesting and fun. Topics 
include: Lab Safety, The Cell & 
DNA’s structure and function 
(Biology), Chemistry, Energy 
(Physics), and the Formation of the 
Universe (Earth Science).  

Chemistry 11 
 
Prerequisite:  Science 10 and Math 10 
Recommended:  Math 11 
Nature of the course: Chemistry 11 is de-
signed to help students increase their 
knowledge of chemical concepts and to im-
prove their lab skills and techniques needed 
to do proper lab work. An emphasis is 
placed on problem solving, with 50% of the 
course using different mathematical calcula-
tions.  The other 50% of the course is theo-
retical in nature. Classes will include lec-
tures, followed by application of knowledge, 
using problem solving and lab work. This is 
an academic course, with a heavy workload. 
Students should expect to do some home-
work each night. Students should also ex-
pect to find the course content challenging, 
interesting and fun. Topics include: Lab 
Safety, Measurement, The Mole Concept, 
Inorganic Nomenclature, Chemical Reac-
tions, Stoichiometry, Atoms and Molecules 
and Solution Chemistry. 

Earth Sciences 11 

Earth Science 11 is a Science course that 
satisfies the Science 11 graduation require-
ment. Topics explored include: Earth Mate-
rials (rocks and resources), Plate Tectonic 
Theory, Atmospheric Science and Climate, 
Oceanography and the Hydrosphere (the 
influence water has on the weather and cli-
mate) and the Earth within the Solar Sys-
tem.  
.  

Biology 12   
(Anatomy and Physiology 12)  
 
 
Prerequisite:  Biology 11 strongly recom-
mended and Chemistry 11 is recommended. 
Nature of the course: Anatomy and  Physiolo-
gy 12 is designed to teach students more infor-
mation about the cell as well as learn some 
anatomy and physiology of the human body. 
The content is theoretical and will involve lec-
tures, labs and projects .There are no mathe-
matical calculations in the course. This is an 
academic course, and students should expect to 
do some homework each night. Students 
should also expect to find the course content 
challenging, interesting and fun. Topics in-
clude: Biochemistry of the Cell, The Cell , 
DNA, Cell Membrane, Enzymes, Homeostasis 
and Organization, and systems of the body, 
which include: Digestive System, Respiratory 
System, Urinary System, Cardiovascular and 
the Lymphatic System, Nervous System and 
the Reproductive System.  

 

Psychology 12  
 

Have you ever wondered why we dream? Why 
people behave the way they do?  How hypnosis 
works? Why you forget? Then you will love 
Psychology 12.  Psychology is a social science, 
so it involves elements of the humanities and 
sciences as we investigate human behaviour. In 
Psychology 12 we look at the history of  psy-
chology, how we learn, memory and thought, 
motivation, personality, altered states of  con-
sciousness, stress and health and psychological 
disorders.  This is an academic course that will 
prepare you for first year psychology.  We will 
conduct labs, do research and have discussions 
as to why we are the way we are. 



Science 

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

 Biology 11  (Life Sciences 
11 ) 

Prerequisite:  Science 10  
 
Nature of the course: Life Science 11 is 
designed to help students increase their 
knowledge of biological organisms and 
concepts. It will also increase their 
knowledge and develop their skills in the 
proper handling and use of the light mi-
croscope. It is a survey course that touches 
on a wide range of biological topics. There 
are no mathematical calculations in the 
course. Classes will include lectures, labs 
and projects. This is an academic course, 
and students should expect to do some 
homework each night. Students should 
also expect to find the course content chal-
lenging, interesting and fun. Topics in-
clude: The Cell and the Characteristics of 
Living Things, the Biochemistry of Photo-
synthesis and Cellular Respiration, DNA, 
the Theory of Evolution, Taxonomy and 
the Classification of Living Things, and 
the 6 Kingdoms: including Viruses, Bacte-
ria, Protista, Fungi, Plants and Animals.  

 

Physics 11 

Through engaging lab activities students 
will explore the fundamental ideas and 
principles that govern how objects move 
in our universe.  A clear understanding of 
key Physics concepts and tools will be 
emphasised.  Students will be challenged 
to apply their understanding during sever-
al in-class projects.  

Chemistry 12 

Prerequisite:  Chemistry 11 
 
Recommended:  Math 11 
 
Nature of the course: Chemistry 12 is a 
more specialized course than the gen-
eral course presented in Chemistry 11. 
An emphasis is placed on problem 
solving and the different theories of 
chemical principles. Classes will in-
clude lectures, followed by application 
of knowledge, using problem solving 
and lab work. The course is partly 
mathematical and will help students 
develop higher order thinking skills. 
Students should expect to do some 
homework each night. Students should 
also expect to find the course content 
challenging, interesting and fun. Top-
ics include: Reaction Kinetics, Dy-
namic Equilibrium, Acids and Bases 
and Oxidation-Reduction Reactions 
found in Electrochemistry. 

 

Physics 12 

This course is intended to give each 
student the tools necessary to continue 
their study of Physics at a post-
secondary level.   Students will ex-
plore topics that have been selected by 
the BC Ministry of Education and re-
flect the areas usually covered in a 
university level introductory Physics 
course. 



Social Studies 
Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Social Studies 10 
 
Next year will be a transition year for Grade 
10 students to the new curriculum proposed 
by the BC Ministry of Education. 
Nature of the Course: 
Social Studies 10 is designed to develop 
students’ knowledge and understanding of 
Canada and the World throughout the 
Twentieth Century up to the present time. 
Students will explore competency themes 
involving social, political, economic, envi-
ronmental, and geographic patterns. Stu-
dents will develop a deeper appreciation for 
the impact that historical events and Cana-
da’s involvement have had on shaping its 
identity. Students may work with a variety 
of activities, including presentations, re-
search and design activities using the in-
quiry process, and individual and collabora-
tive projects.  
Big ideas include: 
 Understanding how global and regional 

conflicts have helped to shape our con-
temporary world and identities 

 Development and structure of political 
institutions is influenced by economic, 
social, ideological and geographic fac-
tors 

 Worldviews lead to different perspec-
tives and ideas about developments in 
Canadian society 

 Discriminatory injustices in Canada 
and globally challenge Canada’s poli-
cies of inclusion and multiculturalism 

Social Studies 11 
 
Nature of the Course: 
Social Studies 11 is designed to de-
velop students’ knowledge and un-
derstanding of Canada and the World 
throughout the Twentieth Century up 
to the present time. Students will ex-
plore competency themes involving 
social, political, economic, environ-
mental, and geographic patterns. Stu-
dents will develop a deeper apprecia-
tion for the impact that historical 
events and Canada’s involvement 
have had on shaping its identity. Stu-
dents may work with a variety of 
activities, including presentations, 
research and design activities using 
the inquiry process, and individual 
and collaborative projects.  
Big ideas include: 

 Understanding how global and 
regional conflicts have helped to 
shape our contemporary world 
and identities 

 Development and structure of 
political institutions is influenced 
by economic, social, ideological 
and geographic factors 

 Worldviews lead to different 
perspectives and ideas about 
developments in Canadian socie-
ty 

 Discriminatory injustices in Can-
ada and globally challenge Cana-
da’s policies of inclusion and 
multiculturalism 

20th Century World History 12 
(History 12) 
 
Prerequisite: Social Studies 10 or permission 
of the teacher 

Nature of Course: 20th Century World History 12 
examines the major events and trends of the 
Twentieth Century. Students develop learning 
competencies around what happened and be 
able to suggest reasons why events unfolded the 
way they did. Students will work with a variety of 
activities, including presentations, reenactments, 
research and design activities using the inquiry 
process, and individual and collaborative pro-
jects. Big ideas include: 

 the impacts of nationalism as a uniting or 
conflict-causing factor  

 changes in communication and transporta-
tion technologies and connections to chang-
es in personal and national identities 

 the rise of new economic and political sys-
tems with the breakdown of imperialism 

ComparaƟve Cultures 12                
(ComparaƟve CivilizaƟons) 

Explore the mystery of ancient civilizaƟons, 
from the Sumerians and EgypƟans, to the 
Inca, Maya, and Aztec. Topics of cultural com-
parison include the role of value and belief 
systems, interacƟons with the natural envi-
ronment, food producƟon, systems of power, 
conflict, trade, art, architecture, language, 
science, and technology.  Class acƟviƟes in-
clude readings, discussion, computer-based 
research, and projects.  Much of the course is 
supported by informaƟve videos. 

 

 

 



Social Studies 
Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

  Law Studies 12 

Prerequisite:  Social Studies 11 or   
permission of the instructor 
  
Nature of Course:  Law 12 is based on 
the observation that “without 
knowledge of rights, no rights truly 
exist.”  In this course, students survey 
Canadian law from its origins to emerg-
ing issues, while engaging in a variety 
of different activities.  The use of case 
studies and original documents helps 
students to understand that Canadian 
law is based on a small number of basic 
and logical principles.  Class activities 
include  discussion, research, oral re-
ports, and projects.   
 

Physical Geography 12
(Geography) 

This course examines the interrelation-
ships between humans and the physical 
environment. Natural processes and 
resource use will be examined, both of 
which have an impact on the landscape 
and human settlement.  Topics of study 
include plate tectonics, natural disas-
ters, erosion, climate, natural resources, 
and sustainability.  Class activities in-
clude readings,  
discussion, computer-based research, 
and projects.  Much of the course is 
supported by 
informative videos. 
 

 

 



Academies and Portfolios 
Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Hockey Academy 
 
(could happen in either or 
both semesters, 4 credits) 
Application and extra fees ap-
ply. The Hockey Academy is a 
Program of Choice that is inte-
grated into the student’s current 
school timetable. 
A specialist teacher along with 
professional on ice and off ice 
instructors work closely with 
students providing on ice bio-
mechanic (technical) instruc-
tion, sport specific off ice condi-
tioning, tactical game play, 
leadership and personal/social 
responsibility. 
Open to all levels and abilities. 
 

Soccer Academy 
 
Application and extra fees apply. 
The Soccer Academy is a Program 
of Choice that is integrated into the 
student’s current school timetable. 
A specialist teacher and profes-
sionally licensed coaches work 
closely with students to provide a 
holistic learning experience. In 
addition to a balance of sport-
specific training and conditioning, 
the content covers nutrition, sports 
psychology, tactical awareness, 
leadership and social responsibil-
ity. As a student in Soccer Acade-
my, you will be expected to take 
ownership of your personal devel-
opment, while fitting into a 
unique team of peers. 

Hockey Academy 
 
(could happen in either or 
both semesters, 4 credits) 
Application and extra fees apply. The Hockey 
Academy is a Program of Choice that is integrat-
ed into the student’s current school timetable. 
A specialist teacher along with professional on 
ice and off ice instructors work closely with stu-
dents providing on ice bio-mechanic (technical) 
instruction, sport specific off ice conditioning, 
tactical game play, leadership and personal/
social responsibility. Open to all levels and abili-
ties. 
 

Outdoor Education 11 
 
Application Requirements: Completed 
application package + positive 
recommendation from two Teachers. 
Nature of the Course: The Outdoor  Recreation and 
Leadership program facilitates self-discovery and social 
development. We strive to take time to appreciate our natu-
ral environment in BC by connecting with the land and the 
communities dependent upon it.  Through adventure educa-
tion, we may challenge students and groups while develop-
ing leadership skills and an understanding of self.   We 
strive to nurture active and compassionate participants 
within the community. 

This course is based on the understanding that people learn 
best when they are actively involved. While students work 
on “hard” outdoor skills, the primary concern will be for the 
development of leadership techniques and an understanding 
of the responsibilities and privileges of leadership practiced 
in an outdoor environment. The course is normally offered 
in a semester format which requires that students have a 
continuous blocking of three blocks out of the four possible 
in the semester timetable. This would allow students to take 
another four credit course while taking the ORL Academy 
Program. Successful completion of this course will entitle 
students to preferential consideration for entry into Capilano 
University’s Mountain Leadership Institute or Outdoor 
Recreational Leadership Management Program or Thomp-
son River University's Adventure Tourism Program. Out-
door Recreational Leadership is offered concurrently with 
Geography 12. Again, concurrent courses would be deter-
mined to meet the best needs of the students involved. 
Leadership 11 and 12 would also be offered. Participants 
should be fit and committed to developing their personal 
skills: they should enjoy spending time in the outdoor 
classroom. 
Special Note: Students hoping to take ORL should select 
the program and select whatever courses they would like to 
have in the “D” block (extra block) option. Students should 
also have a back-up course selection in case they are not 
successful in their application to the ORL program and this 
should be noted on their course selection. 
Note: Not all students are successful in their application 
for this program. Further, student progress in the se-
mester preceding the ORL semester will be monitored to 
determine if ORL is the correct fit for the applicant. 
Some ORL activities take place outside normal school 
hours. 
Course Fees: $550 

Hockey Academy 
 
(could happen in either or 
both semesters, 4 credits) 
Application and extra fees apply. The Hockey Acad-
emy is a Program of Choice that is integrated into 
the student’s current school timetable. 
A specialist teacher along with professional on ice 
and off ice instructors work closely with students 
providing on ice bio-mechanic (technical) instruc-
tion, sport specific off ice conditioning, tactical game 
play, leadership and personal/social responsibility. 
Open to all levels and abilities. 
 
 

Outdoor Education 12 
 
Application Requirements: Completed 
application package + positive 
recommendation from two Teachers. 
Nature of the Course: The Outdoor  Recreation and 
Leadership program facilitates self-discovery and social 
development. We strive to take time to appreciate our natu-
ral environment in BC by connecting with the land and the 
communities dependent upon it.  Through adventure educa-
tion, we may challenge students and groups while develop-
ing leadership skills and an understanding of self.   We 
strive to nurture active and compassionate participants 
within the community. 

This course is based on the understanding that people learn 
best when they are actively involved. While students work 
on “hard” outdoor skills, the primary concern will be for 
the development of leadership techniques and an under-
standing of the responsibilities and privileges of leadership 
practiced in an outdoor environment. The course is normal-
ly offered in a semester format which requires that students 
have a continuous blocking of three blocks out of the four 
possible in the semester timetable. This would allow stu-
dents to take another four credit course while taking the 
ORL Academy Program. Successful completion of this 
course will entitle students to preferential consideration for 
entry into Capilano University’s Mountain Leadership 
Institute or Outdoor Recreational Leadership Management 
Program or Thompson River University's Adventure Tour-
ism Program. Outdoor Recreational Leadership is offered 
concurrently with Geography 12. Again, concurrent courses 
would be determined to meet the best needs of the students 
involved. Leadership 11 and 12 would also be offered. 
Participants should be fit and committed to developing their 
personal skills: they should enjoy spending time in the 
outdoor 
classroom. 
Special Note: Students hoping to take ORL should se-
lect the program and select whatever courses they would 
like to have in the “D” block (extra block) option. Students 
should also have a back-up course selection in case they are 
not successful in their application to the ORL program and 
this should be noted on their course selection. 
Note: Not all students are successful in their application 
for this program. Further, student progress in the se-
mester preceding the ORL semester will be monitored 
to determine if ORL is the correct fit for the applicant. 
Some ORL activities take place outside normal school 
hours. 
Course Fees: $550 



Academies and Portfolios 

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 
 Portfolio 11 

 

This course is an experiential pro-
gram of learning that is driven by 
your desire for practical skills in a 
particular area, interests/passions 
and plans for post-secondary edu-
cation and/or careers.  
Universities and employers are 
now looking at ‘Non Academic 
Qualities’ when selecting students 
for competitive programs/jobs. Stu-
dent Portfolios are evaluated using 
the following categories: leader-
ship, elite athletic ability, service 
ethic, capacity to work with others, 
diversity of experience, unique 
skills outside academic courses 
and high performance in an area of 
human endeavor.  
Activities that demonstrate signifi-
cant levels of responsibilities, initia-
tive, and commitment are highly 
regarded when distinguishing the 
best applicants.  
Build something amazing (solar 
car) 
Make Music – record music / cre-
ate/ practice 
 Create a Film 
 Use Electronics 
 Publish a Podcast 
 Create a school/community 

initiative 
 Achieve a personal goal 
 Conduct research or a scien-

tific experiment 
 
This course is available to self-
motivated students who wish to 
rigorously pursue a passion or pro-
ject that doesn’t currently fit into 
other courses offered at WSS. 
Students will be asked to submit a 
proposal of their project prior to the 
start of the course, and commit to 
regular evaluation of their produc-
tivity and learning. Although project 
progression will largely be self-
managed by the student, support 
structures and assistance will be 
offered with the aim of providing 
students with a meaningful experi-
ence, and an opportunity to reflect, 
revise and present their projects 
regularly. 

Portfolio 12 
 
This course is an experiential program 
of learning that is driven by your de-
sire for practical skills in a particular 
area, interests/passions and plans for 
post-secondary education and/or ca-
reers.  
Universities and employers are now 
looking at ‘Non Academic Qualities’ 
when selecting students for competi-
tive programs/jobs. Student Portfolios 
are evaluated using the following cate-
gories: leadership, elite athletic ability, 
service ethic, capacity to work with 
others, diversity of experience, unique 
skills outside academic courses and 
high performance in an area of human 
endeavor.  
Activities that demonstrate significant 
levels of responsibilities, initiative, and 
commitment are highly regarded when 
distinguishing the best applicants.  
Build something amazing (solar car) 
Make Music – record music / create/ 
practice 
 Create a Film 
 Use Electronics 
 Publish a Podcast 
 Create a school/community initia-

tive 
 Achieve a personal goal 
 Conduct research or a scientific 

experiment 
 
This course is available to self-
motivated students who wish to rigor-
ously pursue a passion or project that 
doesn’t currently fit into other courses 
offered at WSS. 
Students will be asked to submit a 
proposal of their project prior to the 
start of the course, and commit to reg-
ular evaluation of their productivity 
and learning. Although project pro-
gression will largely be self-managed 
by the student, support structures and 
assistance will be offered with the aim 
of providing students with a meaning-
ful experience, and an opportunity to 
reflect, revise and present their pro-
jects regularly. 



Academies and Portfolios 

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 
 Soccer Academy 

 
Application and extra fees ap-
ply. The Soccer Academy is a 
Program of Choice that is inte-
grated into the student’s cur-
rent school timetable. A spe-
cialist teacher and profession-
ally licensed coaches work 
closely with students to pro-
vide a holistic learning experi-
ence. In addition to a balance 
of sport-specific training and 
conditioning, the content co-
vers nutrition, sports psychol-
ogy, tactical awareness, lead-
ership and social responsibil-
ity. As a student in Soccer 
Academy, you will be ex-
pected to take ownership of 
your personal development, 
while fitting into a 
unique team of peers. 

Soccer Academy 
 
Application and extra fees ap-
ply. The Soccer Academy is a 
Program of Choice that is in-
tegrated into the student’s 
current school timetable. A 
specialist teacher and profes-
sionally licensed coaches 
work closely with students to 
provide a holistic learning ex-
perience. In addition to a bal-
ance of sport-specific training 
and conditioning, the content 
covers nutrition, sports psy-
chology, tactical awareness, 
leadership and social respon-
sibility. As a student in Soc-
cer Academy, you will be ex-
pected to take ownership of 
your personal development, 
while fitting into a 
unique team of peers. 


